Digital Moviemaking Assessment Rubric
Criteria

10 = A

8.5 = B

7.5 = C

6=D

0=F

Movie Content
Student followed all directions
exactly as stated. The project was
excellent and patiently done;
educational, provides insight into
person or topic, and/or very
entertaining.

Student followed most of the
directions. With a little more effort,
the work could have been
outstanding; lacks the finishing
touches.

Student followed only some of the
directions. The student did average
but not as good as it could have
been, a bit careless.

Student followed very few
directions. The student did
below average work.

Did not
complete

Content/Organization

The content includes a clear
statement of purpose or theme and
is creative and compelling. A rich
variety of supporting information in
the movie contributes to
understanding the project's main
idea. The project provides the
audience with a sense of the
presentation's main idea. Events
and info are presented in a logical
order. Includes properly cited
sources.

Information is presented as a
connected theme with accurate,
current supporting information that
contributes to understanding the
project's main idea. Details are
logical and persuasive information
is effectively used. The content
includes a clear point of view with a
progression of ideas and supporting
information. Includes properly cited
sources.

The content does not present a
clearly stated theme, is vague, and
some of the supporting information
does not seem to fit the main idea or
appears as a disconnected series of
scenes with no unifying main idea.
Includes few citations and few facts.

The content lacks a central
theme, clear point of view and/or
logical sequence of information.
The viewer is unsure what the
message is because there is
little information and only one or
two facts about the topic.
Information is incomplete, and/or
incorrect. No credits given.

Did not
complete

Time management, class
work productivity

The project was continued until it
was complete as the student could
make it; managed time well and was
productive in class, gave it effort far
beyond that required; pride in going
well beyond the requirement.

The student work hard and
completed the project, managed
time well and was productive in
class, but with a little more effort it
might have been outstanding.

The student finished the project, but
it could have been improved with
more effort; and better use of time.
Average assignment but lacking
finish.

The project was completed with
very minimum effort.

Did not
complete

Movie requirements,
objectives
(movie duration)

Movie Production Quality
Video:
Continuity/Editing
Timing of Scenes
Transitions,
Special Effects

The video is edited with only high
quality shots remaining. Video
moves smoothly from shot to shot.
A variety of transitions is used to
assist in communicating the main
idea and smooth the flow from one
scene to the next. Shots and
scenes flow seamlessly. Digital
effects are used appropriately for
emphasis.

Video is edited throughout with only
quality shots remaining. A variety of
transitions are used. Good pacing and
timing. Video moves smoothly from
shot to shot. Use of effects is
worthwhile.

Video is edited in few spots. Several
poor shots remain. Transitions from
shot to shot are choppy, and the
types of wipes and fades selected
are not always appropriate for the
scene. Transitions do not assist in
communicating the main idea. There
are many unnatural breaks and/or
early cuts. Digital effects are
overdone and distract from the
content.

Video is unedited and many
poor shots remain. No
transitions between clips are
used. Raw clips run back to
back in the final video. Effects
are missing, excessive or not
needed.

Did not
complete

Audio:
Level
Voice-over

The audio is clear and effectively
assists in communicating the main
idea. Students communicate ideas
with enthusiasm, proper voice
projection, appropriate language,
and clear delivery. Background
audio is kept in balance and does
not overpower the primary audio.

The audio is clear, but only partially
assists in communicating the main
idea. Students communicate ideas
with proper voice projection, adequate
preparation and delivery.

The audio is inconsistent in clarity
(too loud/too soft/garbled) at times
and insufficiently communicates the
main idea. Students have difficulty
communicating ideas due to weak
voice projection and/or lack of
preparation. The background audio
overpowers the primary audio.

Audio is cut-off and inconsistent.
Students have great difficulty
communicating ideas with poor
voice projection.

Did not
complete

Points
Earned

Lighting

All scenes have sufficient lighting
for viewer to easily see action.
Additional lighting is used to
eliminate shadows and glares.

Most scenes have sufficient lighting to
tell what is happening. Additional
lighting is used. Few shadows or
glares are apparent.

Camera Techniques
(Exposure/Focus)

All shots are clearly focused and
well framed. The video is steady
with few pans and zooms. Closeups are used to focus attention.
Video shows evidence of good
composition (ratio of image to
frame, pan/tilts, movement, and
perspective.

Soundtrack

Some scenes are too dark or too
light to determine what is
happening.

Did not
complete

The camera is held steady. Pans and
The motion shots are fairly steady.
zooms are limited. The main subject is Some shots are unfocused or poorly
located slightly off center, using the
framed. Few close-ups are used.
"rule of thirds." Most shots are clearly
focused and well framed.

Many shots are unfocused and
poorly framed. The camera is
not held steady and excessive
panning and zooming distracts
the viewer. No close-ups are
used.

Did not
complete

Music stirs a rich emotional
response that matches the story
line well.

Music gives emotional response that
somewhat matches the story line.

Music is ok, and not distracting, but
it does not add much to the story.

Music is distracting,
inappropriate, OR was not used.

Did not
complete

Moving Images
(Ken Burns effect)

Motion scenes are planned and
purposeful, adding impact to the
story line.

Most motion scenes make the story
clearer or give it more impact.

The video includes a few motion
scenes, but does not improve
understanding of the story line.

The video uses motion
excessively and takes away
from story.

Did not
complete

Still Images

Images are proper size and
resolution. Images create a distinct
atmosphere that matches different
parts of the story. The images may
communicate symbolism.

The students use proper size and
resolution to create images. Images
create an atmosphere that matches
some parts of the story. The images
may communicate symbolism.

Images are too large/small in size.
Images are poorly cropped or the
color/resolution is fuzzy. An attempt
was made to use images to create
an atmosphere but it needed more
work.

Little or no attempt to use
correct resolution and size.
Images don’t create an
appropriate atmosphere/tone.

Did not
complete

KEY:

100 - 90= A

89 - 80 = B

Total Points/Grade = ________
Comments:

79 - 70 = C

Some scenes are too dark or too
light to determine what is
happening.

69 - 60 = D

59 - 0= F

